APPENDIX IV
METHODS  AND  MATERIALS   FOR  BACKWARD
READERS IN THE SENIOR SCHOOL
PUPILS who enter the Senior School unable to read are
usually boys who have, from the earliest stages of reading
instruction, been handicapped by a specific mental weakness
in the ability of learning to read. Sometimes this special
mental disability has been accentuated by the additional one
of dullness, or subnormality in general intelligence, while
in not a few cases numerous absences from school have
further handicapped pupils already unable to make normal
progress in school
With some of these backward boys the junior school has
made most persistent efforts to teach them to read; with
others their continued failure is in no small measure due
to ineffective and insufficient reading instruction in junior
classes. Teachers of these older backward children are thus
faced with a difficult psychological-educational problem of
which they must understand the elements before they can
plan methods and materials*
FOUR FUNDAMENTALS
There are four fundamental points which should be care-
fully considered when planning the reading lessons for these
backward readers*
(i) Most of these pupils of n or 12, although backward
in school work, have the outlook and interests of the average
boy of n or iz. They do the same things, play the same
games and are interested in the same topics. Although their
reading age may be only 7 or 8 years yet they differ very much
in their understanding, speech and interests from the 7- or 8-
year-old boy. This means that somehow we must use reading